
 

 

Embedding sustainability in the curriculum case study  
 

 
 

 

Best Practice Case Study: 
Promoting Positive Behaviour for the Future of Fashion 

 
 
Summary 

Staff from the Fashion and Clothing Diploma course have worked hard to embed sustainable 
development into the curriculum by promoting good ethics, the importance of recycling and 
issues surrounding our throw away society.  The staff have developed a scheme of work that 
incorporates different aspects of sustainable development and prepares students for a 
sustainable and ethical approach to the fashion industry. 
   

 
The Project  

Staff have developed the Fashion and Clothing Diploma course with sustainability at the heart 
of their teaching.  The aim is not only to teach students about the different skills and aspects of 
fashion but to develop a deeper commitment to sustainability principles throughout the course.  
The course introduces students to a range of ethical issues that surround the fashion industry 
and allows students to develop design solutions using themes of recycling and re-use of 
clothing.  For example students recently redesigned second hand clothing into a 70’s theme as 
part of their course.  

 

 

Our Goals in terms of ESD 
 

The course equips the young learners with the understanding and social awareness around the 

need to recycle and the importance of ethical fashion in all aspects of the fashion supply chain.  

The aim is not only to teach students about the different skills and aspects of fashion but to 

develop a deeper commitment to sustainability principles throughout the course. 

 
Obstacles and Solutions  

Enabling the students to understand the importance of sustainable development in terms of 
fashion can be a challenge but by teaching about the whole life cycle of the fashion industry 
including collection of raw materials through to production, manufacturing and distribution, 
students were able to see the sustainable impacts on the environment, economy and societies 
at each stage of the process.  By integrating this information into the course and providing 
information and study materials students are now aware of the impact the fashion industry has 
on the earth’s resourses, economy and people from a variety of backgrounds throughout the 
world.  Students have a much more complete view of the fashion industry instead of having an 
insular view of only the design and quality of a garment. 

The course prepares learners for work in a more sustainable fashion industry and helps 
students to improve their employability whilst studying and developing citizenship through 
internal sustainable event involvement. 
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Performance and Results  
 

The aim is not only to teach students about the different skills and aspects of fashion but to 
develop a deeper commitment to sustainability principles throughout the course.  
The course promotes citizenship through involvement with College ethical and sustainable 
events.  The fashion students have played a role in the 2010 Fairtrade Fairer Christmas Fair  
and  The Mend Not Spend Event in Dec 2011, where they hosted a clothes “swishing event” 
(clothes swap).  In January 2011 they worked with the local Salvation Army charity shop to 
redesign donated clothes and showcase the revamped garments in an attractive window 
display.   
 
Student participation and enthusiasm of sustainable events and learning has been fantastic and 
the course has produced the next generation of fashion employees embedded with the ethos of 
ethical and sustainable fashion.  The students have said that they are now “more aware of their 
impacts on the environment” and have knowledge and a hands on approach which benefits the 
whole College. 
 

Lessons Learned  
 

It is believed student and staff behaviour is changing through student engagement and 

promotion, as students are more aware of their own shopping habits and the volume of clothing 

and accessories they throw away. 

 

A large event to raise awareness is not necessarily required, small changes to the curriculum 

and embedding sustainable development  will impact heavily on learners and make them more 

aware of the impacts, as this will then become part of there everyday life. 

 
Further information  
 
Cirriculm Leader – Ellie Jakeman 
Sustainability Officer – Pam Reynolds 

  
 

 


