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Best Practice Case Study: 
Embedding Sustainable Development into Performing Arts and Music 

 
 
Summary 
The Performing Arts and Music Level 2 and level 3 students have worked in partnership with the 
Lancashire Global Education Centre to embed sustainable development within the curriculum.  
The partnership has offered students the knowledge and information to understand how their 
individual actions impact on local and global communities. 

  
 
The Project  
To develop ideas for a performance piece along the lines of Forum Theatre (in which the 
performance is developed by interaction with the audience). In the class session the concept of 
sustainable development was introduced and the students produced a number of collages 
illustrating their thoughts on the important aspects of sustainable development. Further to this 
students discussed the elements of sustainable development by understanding multiple ways of 
interpreting, analysing, and thinking about this through the use of George Orwell's novel, Animal 
Farm.  
 
It was suggested that sustainable development could be a good stimulus for the ‘Devising  
Plays'  level 2 group.  An introduction to sustainable development was run and the activities 
included looking at cartoons, identifying how the Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s) support 
sustainable development and understanding how everything is interconnected.  They also looked 
at a number of video clips on the topics of ‘the girl effect’, education for all and the MDG’s.   At the 
end of the session it was explained to the group that they would be taking what they had explored 
in the session to help them develop a number of short performances, and these performances 
would be showcased as part of Blackpool and The Fylde College’s Diversity and Equality Festival 
in March 2012.   

 
 

Our Goal in terms of Embedding Sustainable Development (ESD) 
The aim of the training was to show students the significance sustainable development has on the 
world including social and economic outcomes.   
 
An important goal for the course was to leave students with the knowledge and understanding of 
what sustainable development is about and how it impacts on individuals and the wider 
community.  Sarah said that the training had “lasting effects on the students and made them more 
considerate of the issues”.  
This work can easily be linked in with equality and diversity as key actions for sustainability 
focuses on community engagement and the importance and support for ethical and trade, and 
socially responsible initiatives within the community.  
 
 
Obstacles and Solutions  
Discussing the usual “green” topics of recycling and deforestation etc would not have had the 
necessary impacts on the groups.  Students were therefore taught about a variety of 
environmental, social and economic impacts of sustainable development.  Sarah focussed the 
students by looking at the big picture and bringing it back to the individual ‘here’s the issue, and 
for me that means…’ aiming to devise powerful sets of messages.   
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Performance and Results  
Students found the sessions motivating and useful and were interested to learn more about further 
sustainable development issues.  It was therefore important to equip students with a 
comprehensive view of sustainable development that could be implemented into their everyday 
lives. Furthermore sustainable development was able to link in with Equality and Diversity.  

 
Lessons Learned  
This was not the most obvious course to embed sustainable development but it worked well and 
students found the subject interesting and engaging. 
 
Further information 

 

 
 

Tutor – Sarah Green 
Sustainability Officer – Pam Reynolds 

  
 

  


