
Rethinking Final Year Projects and Dissertations: Creative Honours and Capstone Projects. 
 

1. Example title  
 

  Developing authentic undergraduate research in Art & Design at Nottingham Trent University, UK 
 
2.  Contact details and context 

 
Institution:  Nottingham Trent University                                                   
Name: Matt Hawthorn                                           
Degree Programme: BA Theatre Design    
  

 
3.  Brief description of the project 
 
The Critical Practices Modules occur throughout the students’ undergraduate degree in years 1, 2 and 3. The process of teaching in 
Years 1 and 2 develops this focus on research, and also on collaborative learning. The modules focus on critical and contextual 
thought and practice in the context of an undergraduate design programme. The teaching starts from the presupposition that the 
research process as an inquiry should have primacy, and that the modes of development and exposition should be “authentic” to 
the research context. Authentic in the context of a creative art & design programme is therefore understood to include creative art 
& design practice itself. Student research is as likely to be situated in the context of developing creativity in the context of a Primary 
School, or practically applying Bakhtin’s notion of carnival to flashmobs, as it might be focused on deconstructing Wagnerian 
Scenography, or analysing the visual language of Jacobean play texts.  
 
The final year Major Research Project has been revalidated to replace a written dissertation with a three part structure: 

 A “research document” which can be in any form relevant to the research. This can include the traditionally written 
dissertation, but has also included video, animations, documented performances, artefacts and business plans. These are 
usually integrated within written texts.  

 An abstract of 750 – 1500 words which articulates the fundamental aspects of the research project (research question, 
methodology, findings, and conclusions). The abstract effectively makes the claim for the research project and cross 
references the evidence in the research document. 

 A seminar presentation which frames the research for a live audience, where the student responds to questions which arise 
from the research.   

 
4.  Source 

http://insight.glos.ac.uk/tli/activities/ntf/creativehops/examples/Pages/Arts,MediaandHumanitiesExamples.aspx  

http://insight.glos.ac.uk/tli/activities/ntf/creativehops/examples/Pages/Arts,MediaandHumanitiesExamples.aspx

