
welcome week 2018_19
‘“What is architecture?” is not the same question as “What should architecture be?”’
Shepheard, P. (1994:vii)

what could interior architecture & design / architecture be?
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Stage One 2018_19
BA (Hons) Interior Architecture & Design + BA (Hons) Architecture

Induction Week Project

Three days

Rob Nice / Daniel Tollady / Lizzie Upham

You will be organised into groups prior to starting the project.

what could interior architecture/architecture be?

This project is intended to be an enjoyable introduction to some of the issues, 
processes, skills and tools that will help ease you into your studies with us at 
Canterbury School of Architecture, over the coming year. It will enable you to 
get to know your cohort and some of the School’s staff. The outcome of this 
project is not assessed and so you are encouraged to relax and enjoy the start of 
your studies.

The project will take place in the Stage One studio on the first floor of G-block 
(G1.1). On your arrival you will be organised into groups. At the end of each 
session there will be an informal presentation of your work.

We appreciate that there can be a number of things that need to be organised 
during induction week. However, it is important to note that you are expected to 
attend all activities and events associated during this period, to ensure that you 
are prepared for your studies. If for some reason this is not possible please do 
come and talk to a member of staff.

Monday 10th September 2018: 11:45 - 14:00
Tuesday 11th September  2018: 10:00 - 15:30
Thursday 13th September 2018: 10:00 - 15:30

course

task

duration

tutors

groups

project

overview

location

attendance

project schedule
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PHASE 001
MONDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 
11:45- 14:00

‘The manifesto is a curious genre. Like a shout, it signals urgency, impatience with 
the present, a break and a boundary beyond which other principles should apply.’ 
(Klyukanov, Igor E., Epstein, M & Emerson, C, 2012:xi)

OVERVIEW - MANIFESTO (OF SORTS)
So, what is interior architecture/architecture anyway? You may perceive this as 
a rather strange question, as you will no doubt have spent the last year visiting 
open days, end of year shows and talking to a variety of students and staff; 
establishing a view of what interior architecture/architecture might be?

You will begin with a group discussion, to gauge what your perceptions of an 
architect/interior architect and architecture/interior architecture are? You are 
then required to formulate your own manifesto’s in response to the list below.

DISCIPLINES
• architecture is
• interior architecture & design is
• geography is
• sociology is
• theory is
• making is
• anthropology is
• cartography is
• choreography is
• theory is
• history is
• technology is

TASK 001
• produce twelve (12) manifesto’s
• each manifesto must be constructed of fifty-two (52) lines and be hand 

written on a piece of A1 white cartridge paper
• please take care when producing your work, to ensure that it is legible to 

others 
• you have fifteen (15) minutes per ‘manifesto’

PRECEDENT
Georges Perec (1999) Space Poem.
What is architecture? http://www.whatisarchitecture.cc
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TASK 002
• draw what you imagine the various professionals associated with the 

disciplines look like 
• twelve (12) drawings on A4 paper

PRECEDENT
David Shrigley (2003) Who I am and what I want.

REVIEW
The various outputs will be shared at the end of the session.
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PHASE 002
TUESDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER
10:00- 15:30

‘Research in drawing and in cognitive sciences has shown the fundamental role of  the 
direct hand-brain relation in problem solving, conceptualising and visual thinking in 
general. It means that hand drawing is not just an old-fashioned, artistic trick but can 
be a way of  acquiring new knowledge.’
(Have, 2012:72)

OVERVIEW - OBSERVATIONAL DRAWING
Drawing by hand will be a primary means of developing and testing your design 
ideas. In the first instance, it is a way of bringing yourself closer to your own 
thoughts, a means of communicating with yourself and in the second instance, it 
is about communicating with others. 

Drawing as a medium for recording and exploring ideas will be fundamental 
throughout your professional careers. Drawings are tools, used to observe, 
research, analyse, evaluate, reflect and project. Much like hand writing, you get 
to the point where you write without having to think how to write; you will begin 
to draw without having to think how to draw (Have 2012).

TASK 003
• empty your pockets, bags, ears, etc and draw the contents
• one object per sheet of A4
• the number of drawings to be produced is dependent on the number of 

objects you have about your person
• once you have drawn your objects you are to draw the objects of others

PRECEDENT
Nigel Peake (2016) Receipts From Pockets.

REVIEW
The various outputs will be shared at the end of the session.
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PHASE 003
THURSDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER
10:00- 15:30

‘‘Thinking drawings’ and ‘visual thinking’ are terms borrowed from the field of  
psychology. They refer to a form of  thinking that uses vision, imagination and drawing 
and is usually concerned with the early stages of  design...Thinking drawings are 
a method of  arranging disparate ideas on a page so that they can then be worked 
out, thought about, drawn, tested, rethought, redrawn, retested...These early design 
drawings should not be discarded as they can have an important role in explaining the 
design ‘concept’ at a later stage.’
(Spankie, 2009:33)

OVERVIEW - DRAWING SPACE (IM)MATERIALITY
Having produced a series of observational drawings during the previous session, 
you are now required to focus on the representation of space. This activity will 
allow you the opportunity to communicate your visual thinking, in an expressive 
and experimental manner. You will be using drawing speculatively, as means 
of challenging your preconceptions of what you might imagine drawing to be. 
Drawings during this peiord, should not be perceived as being too ‘precious’, as 
during the design process they are in a constant state of flux. 

TASK 005
• produce eighteen (18) speculative drawings in response to the list below 

(inspired by George Perec’s, Species of Spaces and Other Pieces (1999))
• you have fifteen (15) minutes per drawing
• your drawing must be ‘constructed’ using the materials provided; charcoal, 

graphite, Indian ink, tracing paper, cartridge paper (A2 or A1), etc...

• Open Space
• Enclosed Space
• Living Space
• Projective Space
• Deep Space
• Euclidean Space
• Null Space
• Wasted Space
• Porous Space
• Hollow Space
• Light Space
• Dark Space
• Nested Space
• Fractured Space
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• Folded Space
• Harmonious Space
• Infinite Space
• Architectural Space

PRECEDENT
Constant Nieuwenhuys (1956 - 1974) New Babylon.

REVIEW
At the end of the session you will bring all of your work together.

You will also be issued with the first brief to enable you to begin adjusting to the 
challenges of working on your first design studio project.
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